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remain inside. Old cows frequently suffer more than young animals because of a general lack of vigor. The neck of the womb sometimes closes before the placenta has had time to pass through.
Most afterbirths pass within a few hours after the calf is born. If this does not take place within twenty-four hours, it should be removed by hand. A veterinarian should do this work. Many cows have died as a result of careless attempts to remove afterbirths. Dirty hands and dirty irrigating tubes will aggravate the infection. The afterbirth is attached to the inside wall of the uterus or womb by means of cotyledons, sometimes called buttons. The buttons are a part of the wall of the uterus. If they are twisted off when the afterbirth is pried loose, the death of the animal is sure to follow. There are fifty or more of these cotyledons or buttons. These attachments serve to hold the growing calf in its proper position and it is through them that blood and nourishment are carried from the mother to the calf. When the placenta fails to loosen and become detached of its own accord, help must be given. When one unbuttons an overcoat, he does not pull off the buttons on the coat. This should also be true in the removal of an afterbirth. Great care must be exercised in this respect.
A recital of the symptoms shown by a cow suffering from retained afterbirth is hardly necessary. Portions of the membranes may be seen protruding from the external genital organs. There is often an offensive discharge. If the placenta is long retained, the animal becomes depressed and there is loss of appetite. The cow will also carry a temperature of varying degrees. The owner may think the afterbirth has passed and may be at a loss to understand the reason for the animal's sickness. Half of the placenta may have passed, but enough remains to cause trouble. An examination of the animal would reveal that a portion of the placenta remains.
The usual home treatment, when the owner does not attempt hand removal, is to tie a brick to the protruding